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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect
to Sudan
May 3, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Sudan that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13067 of Novem-
ber 3, 1997.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 3, 1999.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Prime Minister Obuchi
May 3, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, Prime Minister and
Mrs. Obuchi, members of the Japanese dele-
gation, and all our distinguished guests. It’s
a great pleasure for Hillary and for me to
return the hospitality that the Prime Minister
extended to me when I visited Japan last No-
vember.

In 1963, as a high school student, I first
came to this house. There I heard President
Kennedy challenge a group of us to make
the world a better place. A year earlier a
young Japanese graduate student walked
straight into the office of Attorney General
Robert Kennedy and asked for a meeting.
He left a letter, saying he was deeply im-
pressed by a speech Kennedy had given at
Waseda University.

Keizo Obuchi apparently made his own
impression, because a week later he got his
meeting with Robert Kennedy. He has said
often since then that that meeting helped
kindle within him a desire for public service.
I understand, Mr. Prime Minister, that the
Attorney General’s graciousness also im-
pressed you. We see it today reflected in your
own decency and generosity.

I treasure the Bonsai tree you gave me last
year, a tree you tended yourself. I was hon-
ored when you presented me with sake that
came from His Majesty, the Emperor. And
you were kind enough to write this warning:
Be careful, because overall, sake will result
in dancing and singing. [Laughter]

Well, many people were dancing and sing-
ing with or without sake, when this year the
young Japanese filmmaker Keiko Ibi won an
Academy Award for her film on the lives of
elderly New Yorkers. Her acceptance speech
pointed to the possibilities for understanding
and friendship between people of different
cultures.

That spirit is more important than ever
today, as the world community works to end
the ethnic and religious cleansing in Kosovo.
I am grateful to Japan for supporting NATO’s
efforts and for its aid to refugees in frontline
states—part of Japan’s broader commitment
to relieve human suffering and support peace
and freedom around the world. You have
helped survivors of Central America’s hurri-
canes, supported the peace process in the
Middle East, promoted democracy in Indo-
nesia and stability on the Korean Peninsula,
ratifying the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, fight-
ing deadly disease in Africa, protecting en-
dangered forests and oceans. Japan truly is
a world leader for all that is best in humanity.

The whole world looks to Japan—and to
you, Mr. Prime Minister—for that kind of
leadership. And we are pulling for you and
working with you for economic policies to
lift the lives of Japan’s citizens, as well as
the people in your region.

We share the same dreams for a better
future. We are united in an alliance of funda-
mental importance to peace and freedom. As
I said to you in Tokyo, all is possible when
our countries join hands.

I ask all of you to join me in a toast to
the Prime Minister, to Mrs. Obuchi, and to
the people of Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. in the
pavilion on the South Lawn at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Obuchi’s wife, Chizuko. The transcript made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Prime Minister Obuchi.
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Remarks Announcing the Financial
Privacy and Consumer Protection
Initiative
May 4, 1999

Thank you very much, Mari. I just wish
we could have found someone with a little
energy to make this presentation. [Laughter]

Hillary and I are really delighted to have
all of you here and delighted to be a part
of this announcement today, because it’s so
important. And I would like to say a special
word of appreciation to Secretary Rubin. You
know, most people think of the Treasury Sec-
retary as someone who’s out there trying to
keep the economy going, and he’s done a
reasonable job of that, I think. [Laughter]
And they think of Bob Rubin as this sort of
big, Wall Street-type brilliant person.

But one of the reasons that I wanted him
to come and work here is that he actually
understands how big economic decisions af-
fect individual people at all levels of income
and all different circumstances in life. And
I think it’s a good thing for a country to have
a Treasury Secretary that understands the big
issues and then cares about how they impact
individual citizens. And I’m very grateful for
that.

I want to thank Senator Bryan and Con-
gressmen Bentsen, Gonzalez, Inslee,
Kanjorski, Markey, Lee, Roybal-Allard, and
Waters for being here—and Senator Sar-
banes, who can’t be here, and Congressman
LaFalce, who’s done so much on this, who
is here today. And I thank Chairman Levitt,
Chairman Pitofsky, Commissioner Thomp-
son, Assistant Attorney General Jim Robin-
son.

Tornado Damage in Oklahoma and
Kansas

Before I get into the substance of our pro-
posals today, I would like to say just a few
words about the terrible tornado devastation
in Oklahoma and Kansas, which I’m sure all
of you have seen the reports of, and perhaps
even the gripping pictures of.

Some of the most powerful tornadoes ever
recorded swept through these States last
night. At least 45 people are dead, and the
wreckage is still being examined. Whole com-
munities have been leveled. Homes and pos-

sessions have been turned into splinters and
rubble.

I have already spoken with the Governor
of Oklahoma, Frank Keating, to tell him that
I’ve declared Oklahoma a Federal disaster
area, and we have just completed a similar
declaration for the State of Kansas, and I look
forward to talking to Governor Graves later
today. I had a good talk with James Lee Witt,
our FEMA director, who is now in Oklahoma
with Buddy Young, his regional director. And
they are working on what we can do to pro-
vide all the necessary support for people.

We have to make sure everyone’s ac-
counted for and that the beginning cleanup
can start. Local and State officials, fire and
police, emergency services, National Guard
personnel have already worked through the
night and are doing a terrific job of dealing
with an incredibly difficult situation. We’re
here talking about how people feel when
something has been stolen from them. A lot
of our fellow Americans have had everything
taken from them in those two States, and I
know that they will be in your prayers.

The people of Oklahoma City, in par-
ticular, have suffered too much devastation
in recent years, and they’ve been hit very,
very hard by this. So we’ll have more to say
about that in the days ahead.

Financial Privacy and Consumer
Protection

I would like to just put this issue briefly
into historical perspective, to emphasize the
importance that I feel the entire Congress,
without regard to party, should attach to this
matter.

We’ve been at this experiment in Govern-
ment for 223 years now. We started with a
constitution that was rooted in certain basic
values and written by some incredibly bril-
liant people who understood that times
would change and that definitions of funda-
mental things like liberty and privacy would
change and that circumstances would require
people to rise to the challenges of each new
era by applying the old values in practical
ways.

This happened at the dawn of the 20th
century. Mari mentioned Justice Brandeis.
He said when we change from being an agri-
cultural to an industrial society that laws built
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